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SPEECH, Ge. 


Mz. SPEAKER, - ——_— 


Ir is now juſt eighteen years ſince the ſitua · 
tion of the Roman Catholics of this Country 
engaged the attention of Parliament, and finee 
the prejudices which ſo long had retarded the 
latent powers of that body of our fellow fub 
jects have given way. It cannot, - therefore, 
now be unſeafonable to improve upon the 


ſyſtem of toleration and liberality ; on the con- 
trary, I*think that the preſent time, enlight. 
ened as it tis, invites us to reſume à conti- 
nuation of good offices to this deſcription of 
our. countrymen, This conſideration is their 
due, as ſubjets whoſe character has been un- 
3mpeachavie, and whoſe loyalty has been 
B proved 


Fr 

proved. It is due, beſides, to the national 
proſperity which is involved in the bappineſs 
of this body ;—and 1t 1s not a little favour- 
able to the purpoſe, to obſerve, that aſperity of 
opinion upon religious ſubjects is daily loſing 
ground, and that jealouſy and diſcontent give 
place to confidence and ſatisfaction. 


It is not without much pleaſure, and let 
me be allowed to add, not without ſome por- 
tion of pride, that I undertake the buſineſs of 
moving for a further mitigation of the penal 
Jaws aint CLIT GG And I con- 
ſider it amongſt the firſt honours of my hum- 
"ble life, that I Was the firft-iu this Houſe to 
arraign the imprudence and immorality of the 
Popery Laws; ſubverſive of morality they were, 
becauſe under the pretence of protecting reli- 
gion, they conntenanced the moſt enormous 
violations of the laws of nature 8 — 2 
and rent aſunder the ties which e, 
and ſocieties together; and e cauſe 
e alienated the people from the ſoil; de- 
prived them of the means of acquiring pro- 
perty, or of enjoy ing it in land, and thus put 
them i in a ſituation which left them without 


a flake in the intereſt or the fafety of Pb 
8 


For 


13 2 


For my part, I have not been able to diſ- 
cover in any part of the ſeripture, and I have 
read it very attentively, that it was proper 
to encourage religion by oppreſſing or per- 
ſecuting men for their mode of belief, or 
that to propagate the faith of Chriſtianity, 
it was neceſſary to impoſe reſtrictions upon 
perſons who reſorted to one houſe of chriſtian 
worſhip in preference to another. 


* 


Indeed, the evils of the penal code were 
equally ſtriking and monſtrous. They went 
to rob youth of education and age of proper- 
ty. They tore away all the domeſtic ties 
which endear man to life and give him a cotit 
fort in exiſtence. | They broke through the 
boundaries which Providence erected for the 
government. of the world, and its continuance, 
arming the ſon againſt the father, and reward- 
ing the unnatural child for betraying the au- 
thor of his birth, and for renouncing | his 
religion, with the hereditary eſtates of his 
family. 5 0, 


— 


- heſe were my ſentiments when l firſt ſtated 
the ſituation of the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land, and the hardſhips under which they 
molt undeſervedly laboured. - But from the 

| B 2 fatality 
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fatality of the times they were not received, 
but rejected; I was unſupported and -unſuce | 
cefsfut. The agitation of truth, however muſt, 
always be ſerviceable to the cauſe of truth, 
and in the event muſt enſure it a triumph; 


for there are no ſyſtems ſo poſitive—no pre- 


Judices ſo 2 as muſt not in the end 


give way io mor — 


In the year 1774, the 1 firſt * 
tified the wiſh of the Roman Catholics of 


+ teſtifying their zeal for the conſtitution, and 


| i 


their attachment to their Sovereign, by ena- 
bling them to take the oarh of allegiance — 
Fhis was done without any regard to the reli- 
gion of thoſe” who ſhould avail tbemſelves of 
the opportunity which it ' afforded them of 
vindicating themſelves from the illiberal and 
confounded: ſuſpicion of diſafſection to the con- 
ſtitution in Chureh and State, for the oath 
had reference to "no religious or ſpeculative 
opinion 9 | 


In the year 1778, the Legiſlature, FOR 
their opinion from the experience of ſeveral 
years, wiſely confided in the fincerity of their 
oaths, and rewarded it with ſomething more 
. en than ſilent * The pre- 


amble 


\ JP th 


+ 


E 1 
anidle-of the act which paſſed at that memo- 


rable period recites that from the loyalty and 


* good behaviour of the Roman Catholics, it 


were expedient to remove certain reſt ricti- 


ons which they laboured under, —accord- 
ingly remiſſions were granted of the ſeverities 
of the penal code: Roman Catholics were 


enabled to take leaſes of aud. fer the term of 


nine | hundred and ninetp-nine years, and en- 


abled to purchaſe, to inherit andhold land, by 


will or otherwiſe deviſed to them, and this 


landed property was - trausferable, which gave 


them an entire perſonal and ereluſve right 
in the ſoil. | 


— 


There were ſeveral other advantages, that 


of education was one, but this was not ſo ge- 
neral, as relapſing. Conformiſts, &c, were ex- 
cluded from the advantages which they beld 


out. a 
In four years after, in the year 1782, the 


Legiſlature ſtill farther extended its benefits to 


the Roman Catholics. 


I ſhould have mentioned however, that in 
the year 1778, the abomivable uſurpation of 
children on the right of the father was abo- 
Juhed d by Jaw. 


"4 In 


> — ̃ d CG 
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as Proteftants.: 
| ———_—_— . — 
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In 1782, the indulgence of the Legiſlature 
was ſtill further extended to the Roman Ca- 
tholics. The ſeverity of the ſtatute- book which 
was once looked upon as prudence, was 
thought t poliey; and the laws which 
had been made as a guard of ſecurity, were 
ſuppoſed to look like oppreſſiou. The Roman 


_Cathohes 1 were therefore enabled to inherit 


Property, w| - whether obtained rt: or - purchaſe, 


89 > . 6 
—— — — —̃—v—y— 


At this time too the PROTERSTANT Iuquiſiti- 
an was abandoned and aboliſhed.— The Roman 
Catholics were not obliged to declare, when, 
and from whom they had heard maſs. They 
were not | obliged to ſubmit to the robbery 
which was committed under the colour of 
aſſeſſment, and to pay exorbitantly for pro- 
ſelſing a religion diſcountenanced by the State. 
They were relieved from a variety of ſimilar 

cruelties. They were allowed by law the free g 
exerciſe of their religion, and entrufted with 
the „education of their own children. This 
was ict of liberality worthy of the Iriſh Parha- 

A 

ment, becauſe it went at once boldly to natura- 
lize a great portion of the inhabitants of the 
ſoil, and to reſtore that national and. concur- 
rent energy WITHOUT WHICH we cannot ap- 


— Pear 


Ke He 
pear on the ſcale of Europe as a nation at 
all. 


Conſidering the prejudices which long pre- 
vailed, and the diſpoſition of human nature; 
conſidering the peculiar acrimony of religious 
hatred, this was an. effort of liberality honour- 
able to the Legiſlature and to Government. -It 
diſcloſes ſuch an amicable opinion, ſuch an 
honourable confidence, ſuch a relenting diſpo- 
ſition in the State towards the Roman Catho- 
lies, as muſt greatly affect them to it. 


Moral obligation, were there no other tie, 
muſt bind them to a Government ſo warmly 
diſpoſed to promote their welfare. It has, I 
Tan ſay ſo, from my own authority. It has 
made a deep and laſting impreſſion; on thoſe 
I mean, who are acquainted with the rela- 
tive- ſituation of man in civil ſociety, or who 
are conſcious of the force of moral obligation. 
It this were not my opinion, I ſhould not 
this night have brought forward the preſent 
ſubject: ſhould not, even for another moment, 
become the advocate of the Roman Catholics, 
much as I am attached to them from inclina- 
tion, and from a deſire to preſerve an ob- 
ſervance of conſiſtency with my former conduct. 


Therefore 


— 


LH, * 
F 0. 
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- Thereſe it is, that I feel it my duty as 
a Member of Parliament, as a Citizen, and 
as à man, to declare, that the Roman Catho- 
lies cannot expect to come upon a level with 
the Religion of the State. The Proteſtant inte- 
Tein the Legiflature muſt be PARAMOUNT. 


{A loud cry of hear? hear! which was mas 


nifeſtly ED of the 1 of the 


Houſe.] | 


if the Da Catholics, Sir, ſeek to ap- 
proach the Parliament, they muſt make their 


way by the avenues which the Conſtitution 


points out, and by none other. If they receive any 
remĩſſions of the penal code, they muſt receive 
them as favours and conceſſions, not as a ſur- 
render 46 jnſuleut Eemande The Government 
cannot act otherwiſe than in conformity with 
this principle; for if it did, it muſt reſign its au- 
thority, and furrender the Conſtitution. This 
is not only our Conſtitution, but the Conſti- 
tution of every nation upon earth; as every 
Government muſt act upon the principles of 


its own n ane ang” cohrinpance. 


But I have heard of 2 new doctrine which is 
to reconcile a contrary practice. It is the rights 


of man. I know not wbat may be the extent 
of 


[ 9 ] 


of wbat is comprebeuded in the words, but 
this much I know, that what is contended to 
be the rights of man, are not the rights of ot 
giety. 


A n author, Mr. Paixx, bas ſpoken 
pretty largely of this new doctrine, and it is 
expreſsly defined by an author of a little 
more age and authority, by Hopyzs, as a 
te ſtate of nature, in which the race is to the 
© Twift, and the battle to the ſtrong; in 
% which poſſeſſion is property, and force right.” 
This, to be ſure in the opinion of ſome men 
may be -preferable to that ſettled liberty and 
protection which we enjoy under the reſtricti- 
on of our own laws; and were man in 2 
ſtate of nature they might be allowed to be 
amongſt the rights of men. But in a country 
like this, with a known and eſtabliſhed Con- 
ſtitution, it is the laws which govern ſociety, 
and fegulate the conduct of individuals; not 
the principles of force, ee or A 
theories. f 


| Therefore it is, Sir, that though I highly 
eſteem the Roman Catholics of Ireland, though 
I number my anceſtors amongſt Roman Catho- 
hes, though I love; them as neighbours and 

C. fellows 


1 10 J 


fellow- ſubjects, yet were I not perſuaded that 
they diſapprove of this doctrine of the rights 
of man, aud certain publications which bave 
recently appeared, I ſhould not preſume to 
ſolicit this Houſe in their behalf. I confeſs, 
Sir, that warm as my zeal, and ſincere as my 
affection were for their intereſts,” I have been 
retarded in my progreſs by reading ſeveral of 
the publications in pamphlets and in the news- 
papers. Many of theſe, containing audacious 
ſentiments, and in ſome degree preſuming to 
diQate to the Legiſlature the nature and ex- 
fent to which a relaxation of the penal laws 
ſhould be carried. Theſe were diſperſed amongſt 
the people gratis, in order to produce an in- 
fluence upon their minds, and purporting to 
convey the ſentiments of the Roman Catho- 
- lics of Ireland. IJ am confident, however, 
chat theſe. were not their | ſentiments ; for if 
| ): it were, they were not ſuch ſentiments as could 
þ recommend them to the Legiſlature. They are 
(_ ſentiments Which muſt prove highly injurious 


M to themſelves ; they muſt render it impoſſible for 


any Member of the Parliament, confiſtent with 
| bis duty 10 efponſe their cauſe, and it would 
efſectually detach their old friends that is to 
ſay, if their friends were to be found ne 
the friends of the Conſtitution. 


e 2 3 Th 
- 

— 

. — 


* 


— 
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- They were never to ſtop, Sir, according to 
theſe publications, in their demands, until 
the Legiſlature ſhould have nothing 1n their 
power to grant; particular conceſſions inſtead 
of affording content and ſatisfaction, were only 
to give birth to new aud endleſs claims, until 
at the laſt, the ſtate itſelf ſhould be conceded'to' 
them. Theſe publications therefore tended d1- 
realy to plunge the people into diſturbance.” 
They were appeals to the powers of the peo- 
ple, which is at all times attended with ex- 
treme danger, rather than to the benevolence 
and humanity of the Legiſlature. Poflibly they 
may have been the wild phantoms of men 
who ſuffer their reafon to be carried away in 
the ſtrong current of ſpeculation. But were 
I to ferm an opinion of the a I ſhould 
| ſuppoſe them to proceed fro man, whoſe 
politics were to divide man man, and to 
unhinge all ſocial confidence m_ the country ; . 
and whoſe object it was to ſtrike immediately 
at the connection with the ſiſter nation, and 
totally to ſeparate Ireland from Great Eri- 
tain. They would puſh'our little planet out 
of its place and ſphere and turn it adriſt in- 
to the vortices of jarring elements, leaving it 

G 2 without 
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without aſſiſtance from a friendly dependence 
cs a nnn N 


Was there a man who knew the comforts 
of peace, and ſelt a pleaſure in the proſpect 
of national proſperity,—was there a man of 
education or underſtanding—was there a man 

of property or rank—a man who preferred 

order to outrage, who did not feel a ſenfible 
concern for this groſs miſconduR, faid to be 
on the part of the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land? Surely not. But though they. could 
not ſhut their eyes againſt acts of ſuch glar- 
ing impropriety, rational men did not agree 
in aſcribing them to the Roman Catholics. 
On the contrary, they did not give credit to 
the aſſertion. They did not believe that ſuch 
rank weeds. could be the produce of a ſoil 
which they nao lately and ſo. liberally cul- 
tvated ! | 


But, Sir, common ſenſe and common juſ- 
rice required of us that we ſhould trace the 
opinions which had been thus propagated of 
the Roman Cathohes to their ſource. It was 
neceſſary to a vindication of their character 


before Parliament could Fran them the ſmalleſt 
relaxation 


* The Right Hon Baronet by this figure meant Great 
Britain. : 


— 


1. 


( ig 4 


relaxation and at the ſame time preſerye its own 
dignity. For this truth is certain: if the Roman 


Catholics embrace ſuch ſentiments, the ſegillatore 


cannot embrace them. If they make an avowal 


that they will never remain ſatisfied with conceſ- 


ſions until there is nothing to concede, common 
ſenſe muſt point out to them that it is our duty to 
reſiſt, and that our diſcretion will prevent us from 
granting them any thing at all. But we wiſh 
them the enjoyment of thoſe advantages -which 
can with ſafecy be extended to them. We wiſh 
them the comforts which” the fate can afford. Mg. 


or N44, 


——— make a ne conſtitution for 
them. Our happy conſtitution has now ſtood 


the teſt of one hundred years, and we are not 


now raſh enough to hazard the conſequences of 
any material change, though we may be invited 
by enterprizing philoſophers and ſpeculatiſts. 

L repest, Sir, if they approach the Legiſlatnre 
in the tone gf remonſtrance, it is our bounden 


duty to repulſe them. Becauſe if under ſuch 


circumſtances of violence and intimidation you 
once negociate or capitulate, you ſurrender the 
conſtitution which was confided into your hands ; 
you deſtroy the ſtate, and would be anſwerable 
to your country for the conſequences—for the 
diſorder and confuſion which muſt 1nevitably 


ruſh in upon you, But I have autheruy in my 
hand, 


[ 14 } 
hand, to ſay that not a ſentiment of this nature 
belongs to the Roman Catholics of Ireland. They 
* \ gifdain ſuch principles, they diſavow them. 
No ſubjects are warmer ſupporters of the Mo- 
narchy—none more loyal ſupporters of the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion, and the illuſtrious houſe. of 
Hanover; none are more peaceable or induſt- 
rious; none more amenable and obedient to 
to the laws. They proved their loyalty and 
attachment in times more trying than the preſent; 
at a time when they had fewer motives to attach 
bem to the Government. Before a variety of 
cruel reſtrictions which have ſince been removed 
were taken off before they were enabled to have 
a ſtake in the country, and before their. property 
was rendered immoveable. When the fleets of an 
enemy hovered on our coaſts and menaced us wih 
invaſion—and even when the King upon his 
throne did not fit with that ſplendor with which 
he does at preſent, that is, without a rival, Theſe 
are their principles, and they beg leave to aſſert 
them at the foot of the throne. Sir Hercules 
held in his hand the petition ſigned by Lords 
Kenmare, Fingal and Gormanſtown, Docter troy, 
c. They do not pretend to announce or forego 
what ſuture Legiſlatures may think proper to 
grant, nor do they preſume to dictate the mea- 


lure or extent to which we.ſhall at preſent go. 
They 


* 


1 


They are thankful for paſt favours, and hope for 
further relaxation, from the wiſdom of the Legi- 
ſtature, without reſerving any thing which can 
directly or indirectly tend to interrupt the peace 
and tranquility of the country. They give their 
paſt as a pledge for their future behaviour, and let 
me ſay, Sir, that this conſtitutional language, and 
decent ſubmiſſion, is a further and a very ſtrong: 
recommendation of the Roman Catholics to the 
attention of the Legiſlature | 


Wich ſuch ſentiments I addreſs you; they are 
contained in the DECLARATION which I held in 
my hand. This declaration is ſigned by a hoſt of 
men, who are diſtinguiſhed in every part of 
Ireland, for property, parts and probity; men 
of enlightened underſtanding and liberal education; 
men of amiable diſpoſitions, and reſpected cha- 
racers; men who are the friends and benefactors 
of their country; men who have ſacrificed pretty 
freely from a ſanctimonous regard and adherence to 
their religion. From theſe men, Sir, I contend: 
that the ſentiments of the Roman Catholics are 
to be underſtood, and not from a few deluded 
and diſconted individuals, whh libel the Roman 
Catholics, by imputing their on raſh opinions, 
to the whole of that reſpectable body; nor from 


any unnatural or incongruous union of men, who 
have 


[ 216 ] 

have ever diſagreed i in their principles and pur- 
ſuits—the Catholics and the Diſſenters. Attempts 
have been made to unite. theſe bodies, for the 
purpoſe of giving ſtrength to their demands upon 
the Legiſlature. But if by anextraordinary effort, 
ſeparated as they are, thefe two poles ſhould be 
brought together, the circumſtance would not 
diſturb the tranquil region between them, for the 
people would be found to gmoy happineſs, not- 
withſtanding this monſtrous coalition. 


With the declaration, therefore, of ſuch per- 
ſons of authority, I feel a confidence in making 
ſome propoſitions for further relaxations in favour 
of theRoman Catholics, Their loyalty has been 
proved by. the experience of near one hundred 
years, and cannot be effected by the licentious 
publications which have been diſſe miniated through 
the country, by the enemies of order and ſubor- 
dination. For my part, I deſpiſe the efforts of 
all fuch publications from the volatile paragraph, 
to the maſſy volume ; from the pamphlet artillery 
poſted in the capital, to the light forces in the 
newſpapers, which are ſent off in all directions to 
ſcour the country. / I know the Roman Catholics 
and I know them to be entirely adverſe to the 


principles imputed to them. 


L 17 1 


It is under ſuch a conviction that I appear, 
wirh confidence, the advocate of the Roman, 
Catholics, and ſolicit for them further 4ndulgences 
to the extent which to your wiſdom may ſeem, 
meet. On that poſſibly there may be a difference 
of opinion, and gentlemen will have an opportu- 
nity of declaring their minds. For my own part, 
divided as I am, between an implieit confidence 
in the loyalty and ion of the Roman Catho, 
lics, and a ſtrong attachment to old and ſettled 
forms, I muſt confeſs, that I find myſelf ſome- 
what embarraſſed. Imuſt confeſs alſo, that if I were 
engaged in the unfortunate taſk of making new 
conſtitutions, I ſhould never once mention the 
words Paris and PROTESTANT in the ſtatute- 
book, as terms of DiscRIMINATION between two 
bodies of the Same PeorLEe.. But this is not 
the caſe., We have now a conſtitution, and it is 
our duty preſerve it from innovations. In every 
arrangement, therefore, we muſt keepour eye 
upon it; and toit every act of the Legiſlature muſt 
have reference. There are certain conditions to 
which every claſs of ſubjects muſt ſubmit, withoyt 
diſtinction of perſons. The King himſelf cannot 
aſcend his throne; without taking the oaths of 
abjuration and fupremacy, and making and ſub- 
ſcribing the declaration. No more can a member 
take his ſeat in this Houſe without complying with 

D the 
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the ſame conditions. Whether the circumſtances ' 
of the times rendered ſo broad a barrier neceſſary I 
will not take upon me to aſſert; but certainly from 
the advantages and happineſs which theſe coun- 
tries derived from the Revolution, any meaſure 
which looks like an innovotion to alter it, demands 
the greateſt caution ; particularly at the preſent 
time when conſtitution-making is become a trade, 
when mechanical men, without education, 
pretend to correct Somers and Locke, and ſet 
up forms of government of their own for ſecuring 
liberty and affording protection; when ignorance 
pretends to reform, and chimerical ſyſtems are 
every day held out to puzzle and to cheat the 
multitude. Though I will not at the ſame time 
ſay, there is any ſyſtem ſo entirely perfect, as that 
it might not with advantage accomodate itſelf 
to times and circumſtances. On the contrary 1 
have always held, that the great and eruel vercties 
Which have crept into the ſtatute book, were fit 
ſubjects for frequent conſideration and reviſion. 
But I muſt ever be decidedly againſt all material 


changes. 


Sir, in endeavouring to aſcertain the points 
in which a relaxation might with ſaſety be granted, 
I have conſulted with as many Legiſlators as 1 
poſſibly could; becauſe in a cauſe like this, in 
= which ſucceſs, and not contention is the object, 
the 
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the beſt mode of ſecuring it is by amicable con- 
ſultation, and accommodation of tempers. It would 
beſides be great preſumption in me to offer mat- 
ters upon a ſubjeCt of this nature to the houſe for 
adoption, unleſs I was previouſly aſſured that the 
- houſe: would give them a favourable reception 


I will now lay before you the articles of conceſ- 
ſion, which with the permiſion of the houſe I mean 


to propole : 
F 


Of the further relaxation of the penal laws ing 


favour of the Roman Catholics of Ireland. 
ARTICLES of CONCESSION... 


1. I wouLD oer THEM THE PRACTICE AND 
PROFESSION OF THE LAW. 


It is the natural application of the abilities of 
gentlemen in their own country. 


2. I WOULD RESTORE TO THEM THE EDUCA- 
TION OF THEIR CHILDREN, ENTIRELY. 


A ſtate of ignorance I conſider as a ſtate of bru- 
tality. This I would do by obviating the nece- 
{firy of obtaining a licence. 

J's. 3.1 
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3. I Word DRAW CLOSER THE BONDS" or 
/ INTER COURSE AND AFFECTION, BY ALLOW- 
ING THE INTERMARRIAGE or Roman Ch 
T THOLICS AND PROTESTANTS. 
It is but juſtice to repea! that eruel law, 
which produces no other effeft than that of 
deceiving female credulity, baſtardizing the . 
innocent and lawful children of an honeſt 
woman, and giving impunity to an atrocious 
violation of one of the moſt ſacred ordinauces 
of God and man, as well as of the rites of 
Religion. | 


4 WOULD TAKE OFF A FURTHER RESTAINT, 
AND TO ENCOURAGE THE INDUSTRY OF THF 
RomanCarTHOLIcCs, I WOULD ENABLE THEM 
oO TAKE ANT NUMBER OF APPRENTICES 
WHICH THEY -MIGHT THINK PROPER. 


Theſe are the articles of remiſſion which I 
mean to make the ſubject of a bill. I have 
now only to aſk pardon. for the length of 
time which I have detained the Houſe : Indeed 
J dwelt the longer on it, as it was a ſubject 
which filled my mind with ſo much affection 
and pleaſure. It is a ſubje& which I embraced 
in my youth, and which I will not abandon 


m 1 95 , in 
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in my age. It is that which is neareſt my 
heart : I wiſh to ſee a ſtill cloſer union of the 
people; I wiſh to ſee the Roman Catholic a 
| Proteſtant, and -owing to the benignancy of 
the times, I am certain that I would fee it, - 
if great pains were not takerilapevive and 
inflame old prejudices which ought to be for- 
gotten. I ſhall only add, that if the Roman 
Catholics liſten to their old friends, they will 
not be led away by the ſeduQtions of men 
who have an intereſt in fomeuting diſturbance. 
They will perſevere in that patient magnani- 
mity, which has hitherto digniſfed and diſlin- 
guiſhed them, and which has uniformly re- 
commended them to the beneficence of the 
Legiſlature; a perſeverauee in this only can 
entitle them to favour, or juſtify any member 
who moves this Houſe in their behalf. Inſo- 
much that it is owing to the licentious pub- 
lications which have appeared in the names 
of the Roman Catholics, being this night cou- 
fronted by the authentic declaration of fo nu- 
merous and reſpectable a part of that body, 
that I have riſen this night upon the ſubjeR. 
This it is too, that diſpoſes Goverument to 
grant a further relaxation, and T hope, there- 
fore, the mote ſtrongly for its continuance. 


I ſhall give ample time for a due conſiderati- 
N ou 
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on of the matter, and ſhall ways: at pre. 
ſent only, mave you 


«© That RM be given to bring in a bill 
C for removing certain reſtraints and difabi- 
« lities = which his Majeſty's Roman 
Catholic ſubjects labour under from ſtatutes 
5 at preſent in force.” 


The Right Hon. Mr. HOBART roſe, and 
SECONDED the motion, without making any 
0 — 


Tbe Right Hon. Mr. CUFFE. I do not riſe 
to debate the queſtion! But I think that 
Gentleman would do well to ſtate their opi- 
nion of the conduct of the Roman Catholics. 
Thoſe headed by a Nobleman who is diſtin- 
guiſhed for -his liberality, and extenſive pro- 
perty, who have ſigned the declaration allud- 
ed to by the Right Hon. Baronet, deſerve 
every kindneſs in the power of the Legiſlature 
to beſtow. They are good .citizens—loyal 
ſubjects. They have told you that they will 
be grateful for any indulgence—and that they 
will not pretend to point -out the extent af 
the relief which in your wiſdom you may 
think proper to beſtow. Surely in thoſe -cix- 

_ circumſtances 
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ceumſtances we cannot refuſe them ſome in- 
dulgence. But there are Roman co who 
have conducted themſelves in A v 
manner,. They have eſtabliſhed a court of 
Delegates in the capital ; and they have ap- 
pointed local committees in the ſeveral coun- 
ties. To the honour of the county which I 
repreſeut, (Mayo) it is not one of thoſe which 
is diſgraced by ſuch a committee of correſ- 
pondence. They have entered into affociati- 


ons with the diſcontented and the turbulent 


+ 


of all Religions. And relying upon their power, 


they preſume to dictate to the Legiſlature, 
what they will have. This ſyſtem ſeems to 
have been adopted in order to terrify the 


Parliament. They have alfo appointed an 


agent to carry on the buſineſs, and this agent, 
according to their inſtructions, is not to leave 
this country until the object ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed. . 


My duty as a Member of this Houſe, obliges me 


to declare tothis aſſembly, and to the world, that 
neither the Government nor the Gentlemen of 
the Houſe of Commons will be intimidated by 
their numbers, their power, or their—EncGLisH 
Ackxr. For my part, I am not in the Ca. 
binet, but if I was, I would adviſe the Mini- 
| ſter, 
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ter, and I now do adviſe him to riſe in his place, 
and to tell all men of all religions, Ws yave 
** POWER ENOUGH TO PROTECT OUR ESTABLISH= 


— MENIS IN CHURCH AND STATE. ' WE WILL 
"© PRQTECT THEM ON THE PRINCIPLES: OF THE 
* REVOLUTION, AND WE WILL PUNISH THOSE 
© wHO SEEK TO DISTURB TAE PEACE AND 


& TRANQUILITY OF THIS GROWING COUNTRY.” 


Colone] BLanuiers. I am ſatisfied that indul- 
gence ſhould la: extended to the Roman Catholics | 
as they have been always atatched to the crown 
and 10 government. Ihe publications which have 

been ſpok en of in my opinion, can produce no 
ill <fectsgh pert ans of ſenſe and education. cer- 
tainly they can have no weight in this Houſe as 
they proceed fc om perſons who are no judges of 
werrhe or . mea, ſure, I muſt therefore exprels my 
- 8pprobation of the whole. I ſhall not diſcuſs the 
ſubject, that hav, ing been ſo ably done by the Right 
Hon. Baronet, | that I muſt fall infinitely ſhort of 


bim. 1 — 8 6 - > * — 


he Right Hai Mr. Os; Sir, I * nat riſe 
to debate. the merit 3 of the queſtion which has been 
propoſed to the Hol iſe. AF better opportunity for 
that will occur, at i ſuture; ſtage of the buſinels. 
1 have oply to requeſt that my Right Hon. friend 


will 
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will not hurry the ſubject, but give 4 gooddeal of 
time for conſideration, This is no trifling affair. 
The alteration of any part of the conſtitution mult 
be confeſſed to be a queſtion of conſequence. 
Therefore it is, that I hope we ſhall be indulged 


with a long * 


We know Sir, Ea the .. wiſhes of the 
Roman Catholics are—but we do not know what 
are the ſentiments of the proteſtams. . We do not 
know whether our conſtituents. are. ſatisfied with 
the idea of a further relaxation of the Penal Laws. 

I affure the Hon. Baronet that any con- 
teſt which may take place between us, ſhall be 
the conteſt of ſriendſhip and opinion, and nothing 
elſe. I know his talents and candaur, which I 
muſt always reſpect, howeyer we may differ i in 
ſentiment, 


£4 3 
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| The Hon Demis Wb T agree that this 
is not a ſtage for diſcuſſing the principles of the 
bill. When the proper period arrives, we ſhould + 

diſcuſs the ſubje& upon the broad baſis of tolera- 


tion. Theſe cruel reſtriQtions which ſtained the | 
pages of our ſtatite- books, ſo ſhocking were they 


to the idea of a civilized people; that they rens :-. 

ed more diſgrace upon their authors, than they” 

produced injury to the unfortunate people. Time” 
| e | has 


Aa, 


1 


has been requeſted to conſider of the propoſitions 

which have been mentioned; I muſt declare, that 
conſidering rhe liberality of the age and their 
eminent ſervices, THEY DO vor COME UP TO 
"WHAT THE ROMAN Carnot Cs HAD A RIGHT 
To EXPECT. _ : 


| ! * 
— 


I have heard a great deal mentioned. about an 
| intention to diſturb the peace of. the country. 1 
1 wiſh to know what this intention is ?—what 
proof there is of its exiſtence ?—and who are / 
the Roman Catholics concerned for otherw ile 
it would be idle to enter into a debate upon the 
matter? Poſitive I am that it cannot be the Romau 
Catholics of Ireland. for the laſt thirty years. 
Their conduct for that ſpace of time has been not 
only peaceable, but ſuch as ſhould conciliate the 
affections of their countrymen of every delcrip- 
tion. When we were ſurrounded by à warring 
world, and menaced with dangers, they were rea- 
dy to ſacrafice every thing in the common cauſe 
of the empire. And in their loyal proteſtations 
they never mixed a ſentence of complaint relative 
to their degraded ſituation. in their on country, 
though they avowed that they were 2 to loſe 
their lives in its Wencg. Varin 23: jt 1 


L 

lam conrected with much property in a parii- 
ales part of this country, principally inhabited by 
Roman Catholics. It is ho mevre'ahan” my day 
to anſwer for my own county (Mayo) in which the 
proportion is 125,000 Raman Catholics, to8,000 
Proteſtants, that their condudt has e been | 
loyal, peaceable, and meretorious, - 
| Ir has been infinuated, though no dire Suge 
has been made, that the real object of the Raman 
Catholics 15 to obtain power whether by force or 
by ſophiſtry is indifferent; the attainment of paw-' 
er is the deſign. This is not the truth.” I is not 
power that the Roman Catholics ſeek ta obtein, 
but Line ATION ; liberation from a degraded'and 
diſgraceful vaſalage, odious to the nature of man, 
and the 1 of a oy country.” bas: 
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Wbat ſave the penal laws bas Pt Win 
backward for ſuch a number of years, notwith- 
| ſtanding all the advantages of climate and Titua- 
tion ? nothing. They ſeparated-the people from 
the legiſlature, cramped their induſtry ana ſubdued 
their genius. See the conſequences this follow: 
ed a relaxation. of the penal las. "The. on 
rapidly advanced in riches, proſperity, commerce, 
tranqullicy and happineſs. © Purſue the lame-lir.e 


3 and it muſt produce ſimilar conſequen- = 


I ſhall only add at preſent, that I hope 
| Dz tho 


by every man of property and mfluence. 
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the day is not far diſtant, when all deſeripti- | 
on of TIriſhmen ſhall cordially unite, and * 
prejudice be at an end. | | 


Mr. Coors. It is dangerous to attempt 
al:ering any part of the Conſtitution as ſertled 
at the Revolution. Caution, therefore, is ex- 
tremely neceſſary; particularly as experience has 


proved the great advantages. of the Revoluti- 


on to this country. I approve of the inten- 
tion of reſtoring to the Roman Catholics the 


education of their children, and think it can- 
not be done too ſoon. -The admiſhon of Ro- 


man Catholics to the Bar may . alſo be ad- 


vantageous. But ſo long as it remains a prin- 


ciple with the Roman Catholics to procure 
CONVERTS to their Religion; allowing them to 
intermarry can only be productive of evil and 


family ſtr1* e. 


I hope the day will never arrive in which 
they will be entitled to a vote on elections, 


or to any ſhare in the Legiſſature. I hope 


this will always be the opinion of Admini- 
ſtration. But ſhould a Government be other: - 


wiſe diſpoſed in this country, they will find 


themſelves deſtitute of ſupport, and abandoned 


Right 


D 


\ 
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Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Hobart, It was 
not my intention to debate. this queſtion. I 


ſhould. not have riſen were it not for. the 


ſuggeſtion of my Right Hon. friend on the 
ſecond bench (Mr, Cuſſe). I therefore declare 
that if any attack ſhould be made on the 


eſtabliſhments in Church and State, it is the 


fixed determination of Government to ſupport 
them; and any attempt of this nature either 
by force or intimidation, will be found to 
meet the decided oppoſition of the Government 
in both countries; OY We 


Leave was then given to bring in the bill, 
and a Committee appointed to prepare the 
ſame without a diſſenting voice. 
| = . be $4.4 
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